ARTICLESOF FAITH

The Articles of Faith which should be adopted by Baptist churches at the time of organization.

I. THE SCRIPTURES.

We believe that the Holy Bible was written by menrirtkly inspired, and it a perfect treasure of
heavenly instruction; that it has God for its autlsalvation for its end, and truth without any tabe

of error for its matter, that it reveals the prjples by which God will judge us, and thereforeaisd
shall remain to the end of the world, the true eeof Christian union, and the supreme standard by
which all human conduct, creeds, and opinions $ieattied.

II. THE TRUE GOD.

We believe the Scriptures teach that there is ané,only living and true God, an infinite, intebigt
Spirit, whose name is Jehovah, the Maker and Supiealer of heaven and earth; inexpressibly
glorious in holiness, and worthy of all possiblenbo confidence and love; that in the unity of the
Godhead there are three persons, the Father, thead the Holy Ghost; equal in every divine
perfection, and executing distinct but harmonioffiees in the great work of redemption.

lll. THE FALL OF MAN.

We believe the Scriptures teach that Man was alaatboliness, under the law of his Maker; but by
voluntary transgressions fell from that holy angastate, in consequence of which all mankind are
now sinners, not by constraint but choice; beingnature utterly void of the holiness required bg th
law of God, positively inclined to evil; and theve¢ under just condemnation to eternal ruin, withou
defense or excuse.

IV. THE WAY OF SALVATION.

We believe that the Scriptures teach that the #satvaf sinners is wholly of grace: through the
mediatorial offices of the Son of God; who by tippaintment of the Father, freely took upon him
our nature, yet without sin; honored the divine layhis personal obedience and by his death made a
full atonement of our sins; that having risen fréine dead, he is now enthroned in heaven: and
uniting in his wonderful person the tenderest syimpa with divine perfections, he is in every way
gualified to be a suitable, a compassionate, arallaufficient Saviour.

V. JUSTIFICATION.

We believe the Scriptures teach that the great @dsessing which Christ secures to such as believe
in him is justification; that justification inclugdethe pardon of sin, and the promise of eternaldif
principles of righteousness which we have donesbldly through faith in the Redeemer’s blood; by
virtue of which faith his perfect righteousnesdreely inputted to us of God; that it brings usoirat
state of most blessed peach and favor with Godsaodres every other blessing needful for time and
eternity.



VI. THE FREENESS OF SALVATION.

We believe that the Scriptures teach that the inlgss salvation are made free to all by the Ggspel
that it is the immediate duty of all to accept thbyncordial, penitent and obedient faith; and that
nothing prevents the salvation of the greatestesimm earth, but his own determined depravity and
voluntary rejection of the Gospel; which rejectiomolves him in an aggravated condemnation.

VIl. REGENERATION.

We believe that the Scriptures teach that in otddye saved, sinners must be regenerated, or born
again; that regeneration consists in giving a ligposition to the mind that it is effected in amar
above our comprehension by the power of the HolyitSp connection with divine truth, so as to
secure our voluntary obedience to the Gospel; hatits proper evidence appears in the holy fruits
of repentance and faith, and newness of life.

VIIl. REPENTANCE AND FAITH.

We believe that the Scriptures that repentancdaitidare sacred duties, and also inseparable grace
wrought in our souls by the regenerating SpiriGaid; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt,
danger and helplessness and of the way of salvéityoiChrist, we turn to God and unfeigned
contrition, confession, and supplication for meraythe same time heartily receiving the Lord Jesus
Christ as our prophet, priest and king, and relyindnim alone as the only and all sufficient Sawiou

IX. GOD’'S PURPOSE OF GRACE.

We believe that the Scriptures teach that eleetidhe eternal purpose of God, according to whieh h
graciously regenerates, sanctifies and saves sintleat being perfectly consistent with the free
agency of man, it comprehends all the means inexdion with the end; that it is a most glorious
display of God’s sovereign goodness, being infipiteee, wise, holy and unchangeable that is utterl
excludes boasting promotes humility, love, prayeaise, trust in God, and active imitation of his
free mercy; that is encourages the use of meatieihighest degree; that it may be ascertainetsby i
effects in all who truly believe the Gospel; thaitithe foundation of Christian assurance; ant ttha
ascertain it with regard to ourselves demands asdrges the utmost diligence.

X. SANCTIFICATION.

We believe that the Scriptures teach that Sanatiba is the process by which, according to thé wil
of God, we are made partakers of his holiness; itha progressive work; that it is begun in
regeneration; and that it is carried on in the hefbelievers by the presence and power of the/Hol
Spirit, the Sealer and Comforter, in the continuseg of the appointed means especially the word of
God, self-examination, self-denial, watchfulness] prayer.



Xl. PRESERVERANCE OF SAINTS.

We believe the Scriptures teach that such onlyrea¢ believers as endure to the end; that their
persevering attachment to Christ is the grand nwankch distinguishes them from superficial
professors; that a special Providence watches ttre@r welfare; and they are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salvation.

XII. THE LAW AND GOSPEL.

We believe the Scriptures teach that the Law of @othe eternal and unchangeable rules of his
moral government; that it is the holy, just and djoand that the inability which the Scriptures
ascribe to fallen men to fulfill its precepts, arsntirely from their love of sin; to deliver thénom
which and to restore them through a Mediator toingkd obedience to the holy Law; is one great
end of the Gospel and of the Means of Grace Coaderith the establishment of the visible church.

XIlI. A GOSPEL CHURCH.

We believe that Scriptures teach that a visibleradhwf Christ is a congregation of baptized

believers, associated by covenant in the faithfahdwship of the Gospel; observing the ordinances
of Christ; governed by his laws; and exercising difes, rights, and privileges invested in them by

His Word; that is only scriptural officers are Bigls or Pastor and Deacons whose qualification
claims and duties are defined in the Epistles mofhy and Titus.

XIV. BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER.

We believe the Scriptures teach the Christian bapis the immersion in water of a believer, inte th
name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost; twdbah in a solemn and beautiful emblem, our
faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Saviowith its effect, in our death to sin and resurm@ctio

a new life; that it is prerequisite to the privigsgof a church relation; and to the Lord’s Supper,
which the member of the church, by the sacred tiseead and wine, are to commemorate together
the dying love of Christ; preceded always by solesifrexamination.

XV. THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH.

We believe that the Scriptures teach that the @est of the week is the Lord’s day, or Christian
Sabbath, and is to be dept sacred to religiousgsery abstaining from all secular labor and sinfu
recreation, by the devout observance of all thenwme## grace, both private and public, and by
preparation for that rest that remaineth for thepbe of God.

XVI. CIVIL GOVERNMENT.

We believe that the Scriptures teach that civilegoment is of divine appointment, for the interest
and good order of human society; and that magestrate to be prayed for, conscientiously honored
and obeyed; except only in things opposed to thieofvour Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord
of the conscience, and the Price of the Kings efetrth.



XVII. RIGHTEOUS AND WICKED.

We believe that the Scriptures teach that thera radical and essential difference between the
righteous and the wicked; that such only as thrdiagh are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and sanctified by the Spirit of our God, are trighteous in his esteem; while all such are comtinu
in impenitence and unbelief are in his sight wickadd under the curse; and this distinction holds
among men both in and after death.

XVIIl. THE WORLD TO COME.

We believe that the Scriptures teach that the drithieoworld is approaching, that at the last day,
Christ will descend from heaven, and raise the diesad the grave for final retribution; that a solem
separation will then take place; that the wickedl e adjudged to endless punishment, and the
righteous to endless joy; and that this judgmerit fixi forever the final state of men in heaven or
hell, on principles of righteousness.



